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Concluding Observations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
E/C.12/IRN/CO/2 para 19 
 
Full recommendation 
 
The Committee recommends that the State party take urgent and effective steps to address the 
very high number of children living and/or working in the street, address the root causes of 
the phenomenon, and provide all street children with access to health services and education. 
 
Assessment using Impact Iran human rights indicators 
 

A. The State Party should take urgent and effective steps to address the very high 
number of children and/or working in the street 
 

The Iranian legal framework contains discriminatory provisions against “vagrant” individuals, 
which may include children living and/or working in the street. 1 Under the Criminal Code of 
Procedure (2015), a crime can be considered “evident” -meaning that no warrant is required 
to arrest the accused of such crime- notably when “the accused is a vagrant and has a negative 
reputation in the area in question”.2 Such provision may put street children at risk of arbitrary 
arrests. In its 2019 National Report to the Universal Periodic Review, the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran stated that “on the basis of the 6th Development Plan Act, the 
Government is obliged to increase protection of […] street children (Article 78), and to 
organize and reduce street children and child laborers. »3 In June 2020 the Iranian Guardian 
Council passed a legislation that, among other provisions aimed at protecting children, 
requires social workers from the State Welfare Organization to promptly investigate the 
children in situation of “extreme danger” from abuse, exploitation, or being out of school,4 5 
situations in which most of street children are. However, the law does not specifically address 
children in street situations. In its General Comment No.21 on children in street situations, the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child stipulates that States should “abolish where appropriate 
offences that criminalize and disproportionately affect children in street situations, such as 
[…] vagrancy” and should “introduce or review an act on child protection or children based 
on a child rights approach and that specifically addresses children in street situations.” 6 
 
According to official estimates, there are about 60,000 children living in the streets in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, 7 although non-governmental organizations estimated the number to 

 
1 For instance, under Article 177 of the Islamic Penal Code, a vagrant cannot be considered as a witness. Islamic Penal Code 
(2013), English translation, Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, https://iranhrdc.org/english-translation-of-books-i-ii-
of-the-new-islamic-penal-code/  
2 Criminal Code of Procedure (2015), as referenced by Amnesty International in 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE1327082016ENGLISH.PDF  
3 National Report, UPR 2019, Islamic Republic of Iran, https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/34/IRN/1  
4 Human Rights Watch, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/23/iran-child-protection-law-positive-insufficient 
5 https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal_draft/state/1055680 
6 General Comment No.21 on children in street situations, Committee on the Rights of the Child, CRC/C/GC/21, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/21&Lang=en  
7 U.S. State Department Human Rights Report 2019, Iran, https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/iran/ 
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be close to 200,000 and increasing.8 A significant number of  children living and/or working 
in the street, or ‘street children’, reportedly spend the nights in parent’s or relatives’ houses, 
although a significant number sleep on the streets.9 In 2014, the head of social pathologies’ 
office at the Ministry of Labor reportedly stated that 45% of street children were between the 
ages of 10 and 14.10 
 
To address the high number of street children, the Iranian authorities together with the State 
Welfare Organization have been resorting to periodic ‘roundups’ of street children, during 
which they are frequently separated from their families and put into care facilities.11 If these 
children are found on the street for the third time during these ‘round-ups’, they are removed 
from their parent’s custody. 12 Child rights organizations have been reportedly criticizing such 
plan on the basis that its securitized approach does not address the social and economic root 
causes of the issue, ultimately leading children to return to the street.13 14  According to these 
organizations, ‘collected’ children are being kept in inappropriate centers with limited space 
and lacking care services.15 16  There is no official and readily available information that 
might indicate that the ‘round-ups’ of street children have been successful in addressing the 
number of children living and/or working in the street.17 18 In its General Comment No.21 on 
children in street situations, the Committee on the Rights of the Child stipulates that States 
should “abolish any provisions allowing or supporting the round-up or arbitrary removal of 
children and their families from the streets or public places”.19 

 
In 2016, answering to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran stated that a range of relevant stakeholders and organizations had 
formed a Council set up to deal with the issue of street children, without precising the exact 
extent of its scope of work. The government added that there were 37 centres for street 
children in operation in the country and daily care centres, or ‘drop off centres’ were 
established in 15 provinces, “where the children could spend their time”.20 In its latest annual 
report (March 2018 to March 2019), the State Welfare Organization reported 31 care centers 
for street children in the country, which all together admitted a total of 6,198 children during 
the year, 1,289 of whom were in the Tehran province and 1,075 in Sistan and Baluchistan 
province.21 The report showed that the provinces of Boushehr, Zanjan and Hamedan do not 
have such centers. In comparison and as aforementioned, official statistics estimated the 

 
8 Center for Human Rights in Iran, https://www.iranhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Days-to-remember-low.pdf 
9https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgh
an_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
10 NGO joint submission, Impact Iran, Committee on the Rights of the Child 2015 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRC/Shared%20Documents/IRN/INT_CRC_NGO_IRN_19809_E.pdf 
11 Center for Human Rights in Iran, https://www.iranhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Days-to-remember-low.pdf 
12 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-child-labor-homeless-abuse/29193727.html 
13 ISNA, https://bit.ly/317uMx5  
14 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-child-labor-homeless-abuse/29193727.html 
15 ODVV, http://www.odvv.org/blog-2140-The-Child-Labour-and-Street-Children-Problem 
16 ISNA, https://bit.ly/3cZcymL  
17https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgh
an_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
18 ISNA, https://bit.ly/3seC124  
19 General Comment No.21 on children in street situations, Committee on the Rights of the Child, CRC/C/GC/21, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/21&Lang=en 
20 OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16940&LangID=E  
21 http://www.behzisti.ir/news/11295/  
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number of children in street situations to be up to 60,000, 22 while NGOs believe the number 
exceeds 200,000. 23 There is little information as to the extent these centers address the causes 
that brought children onto the streets and how they may participate to the reduction of 
children living and/or working in the streets of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  
 
In 2018 the director of the State Welfare Organization’s office reportedly declared that child 
workers, including children working in the street, were so numerous that no organization 
could single-handily address the issue.24 Yet, child rights organizations have been deploring 
the lack of cooperation of the Iranian Government with non-governmental organizations, in 
particular with regards to the ‘round-ups’ of street children.25 The Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran affirmed that many non-governmental organizations working in the area of 
children’s rights were active and operating in the country as well as in close cooperation with 
the government.26 However there are reportedly few non-profit organizations engaged in 
activities directly linked to  street children.27 In 2017, the Association to Defend the Street 
and Working Children’s office was reportedly closed by Iranian authorities.28 In July 2020, 
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said that she was alarmed 
by the Iranian Government’s increased pressure on the civil society group Imam Ali Popular 
Student’s Relief Society. 29 The organization, working notably on issues such as child labor, 
was closed by Iranian authorities, who arrested its founding member along with a number of 
colleagues. 30  

 
The Iranian Government established a National Body for the Convention of the Rights of the 
Child, which has the responsibility “to set up plans and programs to promote the child rights 
and respect to their character” and to monitor and assess the implementation of child rights in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.31 The body is headed by the Minister of Justice, who appoints 
most of its members and officers, and includes 3 NGO representatives among its 23 
members.32 During the country’s 2016 CRC review, The National Body listed its main 
achievements, notably the establishment its working groups, notably the Support and 
Coordination which did  “analysis of ways to support street and working children” and the 
Monitoring and Assessment working group which visited “NGOs active in the area of 
supporting children, especially street, working and educationally deprived children”. 33 There 

 
22 U.S. State Department Human Rights Report 2019, Iran, https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/iran/ 
23 Center for Human Rights in Iran, https://www.iranhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Days-to-remember-low.pdf 
24 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/thousands-of-children-forced-to-work-beg-in-the-streets-in-iran/30142546.html 
25 ISNA, https://www.isna.ir/news/96070301939/ کدوک - راک - اب - داصتقا ی- ھا ی سور   
26 OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16940&LangID=E 
27https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgh
an_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
28 EN-HRANA, https://www.en-hrana.org/association-defend-street-working-children-
sealed?hilite=%27street%27%2C%27children%27 
29 OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26141&LangID=E  
30 OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26141&LangID=E  
31 Article 2 National Body for the Convention on the Rights of the Child Bylaws 
32 Justice for Iran, submission to the CRC, 2015, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRC/Shared%20Documents/IRN/INT_CRC_NGO_IRN_19746_E.pdf  
33 The Supplementary Response of  the  (NBCRC) regarding the Concluding Observation on the Combined third and fourth 
periodic reports of the Committee on the Rights of the Child for the Islamic Republic of Iran, 2016, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCRC%2fCOB%2fIRN%2f23
480&Lang=en  



   
 

 4 

is no readily available information that might indicate that the National Body took effective 
steps specifically to address the number of street children in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
 

 
B. The State Party should address the root causes of the phenomenon of children 

working and/or living in the streets 
 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has identified  structural causes of the emergence 
of children in street situations, which include “inequalities based on economic status, race and 
gender” These factors are further exacerbated by poverty and inadequate social protection, 
forced migration and displacement, family violence as well as intolerance and 
discriminations. 34 Additionally, the lack of protective child labor laws in Iran tend has been 
found to favor the employment of children in the streets.  
 
Studies have shown that children coming from low-income families tend to be sent to the 
street as an alternative income to their household. 35 36 Such families are often characterized 
by a male head of household with lower than high school level of education, either 
unemployed or working in precarious positions. 37 38 39 A recent study carried by the Islamic 
Parliament Research Center found that more than 13 million lived below the national poverty 
line in the Islamic Republic of Iran.40 In July 2020, the International Monetary Fund assessed 
the Iranian inflation rate at 34.2%,41 a decrease of the GDP of 6%42 and unemployment at 
16.3%.43 The Iranian economic decline has been particularly worsened by renewed U.S. 
sanctions since 2018, a situation raised by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights44  and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic 

 
34 General Comment No.21 on children in street situations, Committee on the Rights of the Child, CRC/C/GC/21, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/21&Lang=en  
35 The Socioeconomic Status of Street Children in Iran: A Systematic Review on Studies over a Recent Decade Vameghi, 
Meroe ; Sajadi, Homeira ; Rafiey, Hassan ; Rashidian, Arash Children & Society, 2014-09, Vol.28 (5), p.352-365 referenced 
in Transnationality of Child Poverty: The Case of Iranian and Afghan Children in Tehran, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgha
n_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
36 Transnationality of Child Poverty: The Case of Iranian and Afghan Children in Tehran, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgha
n_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
37 Davarpanah Raghfar and Nakaii (2010) referenced in Transnationality of Child Poverty: The Case of Iranian and Afghan 
Children in Tehran,  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgha
n_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
38 Transnationality of Child Poverty: The Case of Iranian and Afghan Children in Tehran, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgha
n_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
39 The Socioeconomic Status of Street Children in Iran: A Systematic Review on Studies over a Recent Decade Vameghi, 
Meroe ; Sajadi, Homeira ; Rafiey, Hassan ; Rashidian, Arash Children & Society, 2014-09, Vol.28 (5), p.352-365 referenced 
in Transnationality of Child Poverty: The Case of Iranian and Afghan Children in Tehran,  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgha
n_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
40 Iran Wire, https://iranwire.com/en/features/5829 
41 International Monetary Fund, https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/PCPIPCH@WEO/ADVEC/OEMDC  
42 International Monetary Fund, https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/IRN#featured  
43 International Monetary Fund, https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/LUR@WEO/IRN/SOM  
44 OHCHR, “Bachelet briefs States on Colombia, Cyprus, Guatemala, Honduras, Iran, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Venezuela and 
Yemen”, 20 March 2019, https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24377&LangID=E 
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of Iran. 45 The Committee on the Rights of the Child noted “that the effect of sanctions were 
reflected in the difficult and social situation prevailing in the State, which had had 
repercussions on children’s enjoyment of their rights, in particular the socioeconomic field”, 
46 a statement echoed by UNICEF.47 The economic hardship imposed on Iranian families can 
result in the increase of number of children being forced to work in the street to bring an 
alternative income to their household. As the COVID-19 pandemic further damaged the 
Iranian economy, the Government announced in March 2020 allocations available as loans to 
support businesses and prevent layoffs.48 49 

 
Another root cause identified explaining the high number of children working in the street in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran is the lack of protective child labor laws and the widespread use 
of children as cheap labor.50 The Iranian legislation prohibits employment of children younger 
than 15 years old and employers are allowed to hire children above the age of 15 as juvenile 
laborers or young worker.51 Juvenile laborers have to undertake regular medical exams by the 
Ministry of Labor and are prohibited from being employed in hazardous professions or 
performing hard labor.52 Despite these provisions, businesses with fewer than 10 employees 
are exempt from certain legal obligations such as maximum hour requirements or mandatory 
regular medical testing for juvenile laborers.53 Additionally, Iranian law permits children to 
work in agriculture and some small businesses from the age of 12.54 Child laborers have been 
reportedly working in hazardous conditions such as in garbage collection, brick kilns, and 
industrial workshops, without protective clothing.55 Although the Iranian Government noted 
the existence of labor inspectors exercising monitoring functions, 56 private companies have 
been reportedly escaping governmental scrutiny, notably for out of waste disposal services 
informally employed by municipalities. 57 During its Universal Periodic Review in 2019, the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that it established special inspection 
branches and criminal court branches to deal with child abuse cases in the judiciary, a text-
messaging platform to combat child abuse in 2017, and the implementation of a nationwide 
scheme by the Ministry of Education to prevent violence against children.58 However, as of 
now, there is no readily available information that might indicate the existence of a 
mechanism enabling children employed illegally or working in illegal conditions to file 

 
45 Report of the Special Rapporteur, July 2019, https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/222/62/PDF/N1922262.pdf?OpenElement 
46 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, para. 7, https://undocs.org/en/CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 
47 UNICEF, https://www.unicef.org/about/annualreport/files/Iran-2019-COAR.pdf  
48 http://www.president.ir/fa/114421  
49 https://www.asre-eghtesad.com/tolid/cat-7/70740  
50 ISNA, https://www.isna.ir/news/96070301939/ کدوک - راک - اب - داصتقا ی- ھا ی سور   
51 Labor Law of Iran, articles 79 and 80, available at http://www.mcls.gov.ir/fa/law/267  
52 Articles 79 to 84 Labor Law of Iran, art. 79, available at http://www.mcls.gov.ir/fa/law/267  
53 Law on businesses with fewer than 10 employees and their exemptions according to article 119 of Iran’s labor law passed 
on 19 January 2003 available at http://www.mcls.gov.ir/icm_content/media/law/634643017437412500.pdf  
54 U.S. State Department Human Rights Report 2019, Iran, https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/iran/  
55 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, para. 87, https://undocs.org/en/CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 
55 Center for Human Rights in Iran, https://www.iranhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Days-to-remember-low.pdf 
56 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, para. 87, https://undocs.org/en/CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 
57 Center for Human Rights in Iran, https://www.iranhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Days-to-remember-low.pdf 
58 Islamic Republic of Iran’s reply, Universal Periodic Review, 2019, https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/43/12/Add.1 
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complaints.59 Additionally, the Government did not refer specifically as to how these 
mechanisms address abuses and violence in the case of children in street situation and how 
redress and remedies are tailored to their various situations.60According to Iranian authorities, 
more than three million children are working across Iran, a significant number of them in the 
street.61 62 While the number of child laborers is rising,63 only about 9,000 have been 
reportedly identified and given shelter in 2018.64 The lack of legal safeguards for child 
laborers added to the lack of services and avenues of redress expose street children to 
economic exploitation and contribute to maintain the unchecked enrollment of children to 
work in the streets. 

 
In its 2019 National Report to the Universal Periodic Review, the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran stated that “on average, 60% of street children and child laborers are of 
foreign nationality”. 65 In 2019, the deputy of the Islamic Republic’s Welfare Organization 
reportedly stated that about 90% of children working in the streets of Tehran were foreigners. 
66 Statistics have shown that a about half of street children are of Afghan descent.67 68 69 
Indeed, the Islamic Republic of Iran is hosting one of the largest diasporas of Afghan refugees 
in the world, 1.5 to 2 million of them being reportedly undocumented.70 Article 20 of the 
Constitution restricts the protection of the law and the guarantee to enjoy all human, 
economic, social and cultural rights to citizens of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Refugees, 
although not being citizens, may obtain legal recognition by registering under the Amayesh 
system. An Amayesh card provides access to governmental services, including employment, 
healthcare and education. Reportedly, no new Amayesh card registrations have been given 
since 2007.71 Reports have shown that Afghans have been subjected to widespread and 
systematic discrimination in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 72 73 74 Registered Afghan migrants 
have been reportedly facing adverse economic conditions, notably to maintain their Amayesh 
status, unemployment, lack of access to formal education and other socioeconomic rights. 

 
59 Persia Educational Foundation, https://www.persia.education/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PEF_Irans-Childrens-
Report.pdf 
60 Islamic Republic of Iran response, Universal Periodic Review, 2019, https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/43/12/Add.1 
61 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/thousands-of-children-forced-to-work-beg-in-the-streets-in-iran/30142546.html 
62 Everything about Child Labor in IRNA Round Table, Islamic Republic News Agency published on 28 July 2012. 
63 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/thousands-of-children-forced-to-work-beg-in-the-streets-in-iran/30142546.html 
64 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-child-labor-homeless-abuse/29193727.html 
65 National Report, UPR 2019, Islamic Republic of Iran, https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/34/IRN/1  
66 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/thousands-of-children-forced-to-work-beg-in-the-streets-in-iran/30142546.html  
67 Moradi, A.; Sajadi, H.; Mohagheghi, H.; Vameghi, M.; Hoseini, S.; Ghaed, Gh. (2015) Social Health of Child Labourers in 
Non-Profit Centers for Promoting Children’s Rights in Tehran in 2014, Iranian Journal of Rafsanjan Medical University, 14: 
977-988. [in Farsi] REFERENCED BY RESEARCHGATE ARTICLE 
68 U.S. State Department Human Rights Report 2019, Iran, https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/iran/ 
69https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgh
an_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
70 Report of the UN Secretary General, January 2020, 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IR/Report_of_the_Secretary-
General_on_the_situation_of_human_rights_in_the_Islamic_Republic_of_IranA4320.pdf 
71 DFAT Country Information Report Iran, April 2020, https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/country-information-
report-iran.pdf  
72 Human Rights Watch, https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/20/iran-afghan-refugees-and-migrants-face-abuse  
73 Radio Liberty, https://www.rferl.org/a/afghan-migrant-boy-s-rough-treatment-in-iran-sparks-anger/30077657.html 
74 Arab News, https://www.arabnews.com/node/1687721 
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Such pressure has been found to contribute to force Afghan families to put their children to 
work in the street as an alternative source of income for the household. 75 
 
There is a wide range of socioeconomic root causes at the origin of the high number of street 
children in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Poverty has been identified as one of the main root 
causes. The country has been suffering from international and U.S. sanctions that severely 
impacted the Iranian economy, ultimately impacting children’s social and economic rights. 
Additionally, the Iranian government has been trying to cope with further economic damages 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. However, socio-cultural root causes have been also 
identified. The lack of protection provided by Iranian child labor laws and the reportedly 
weak monitoring of businesses have contributed to the employment of children working in the 
street. Additionally, discrimination and the lack of inclusion of migrants and refugees, notably 
of Afghan descent, have added extra social and economic pressure on families, pushing them 
to send their children to work in the street as an alternative source of income.  

 
C. The State Party should provide all street children with access to health services 

and education 
 

In its 2019 National Report to the Universal Periodic Review, the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran stated that “the center for management of street children of SWO [Social 
Welfare Organization], with the participation of interested NGOs, provides free protection 
and welfare services, with two family-centered and of mental-social harm reduction 
approaches.” 76  Additionally, the “Social Emergency of SWO, with its 350 centers 
throughout the country, provides a variety of supportive services to the child victims of 
violence or to the children exposed to maltreatment, child laborers and the street children 
under difficult and hard conditions”. 77  However, there is no information that might indicate 
the existence of protection systems providing specialized services on the street or the 
existence of trainings for social workers to ensure that social welfare assistance addresses 
adequately the needs of children in street situations. 
 
The Committee on the Rights of the Child stated that street children were at a greater risk of 
HIV/AIDS infections.78 This is due notably to the fact that they are prone to sexual abuses 
and drug use.79 80 The head of the Iranian AIDS Research Center reportedly stated that four to 
five percent of the children working in the street are HIV-positive.81 HIV-positive patients in 
general, particularly those living in the small cities and rural areas of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, reportedly lack access to services and adequate facilities and face financial constraints, 

 
75 Jamnews (2014) Average Income of Street Children[in Farsi], http://www.jamnews.ir/detail/News/431128, referenced by 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgha
n_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
76 National Report, UPR 2019, Islamic Republic of Iran, https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/34/IRN/1  
77 National Report, UPR 2019, Islamic Republic of Iran, https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/34/IRN/1  
78 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, para. 87, https://undocs.org/en/CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 
79https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318729333_Transnationality_of_Child_Poverty_The_Case_of_Iranian_and_Afgh
an_Street_Children_in_Tehran 
80 HIV/Aids in Street Children, Iranian Student News Agency published on 19 September 2014, http://isna.ir/fa/ 
news/93062816453/   
81 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/thousands-of-children-forced-to-work-beg-in-the-streets-in-iran/30142546.html 
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hindering their access to health services.82 In its 2019 report, UNICEF noted that “sanctions 
on banking, financial systems and shipment had led to scarcity of quality life-saving 
medicines”.83 However studies have shown that one of the main deterrents against accessing 
health services for HIV-positive patients in the Islamic Republic of Iran, particularly in rural 
areas, were the fear of stigma and discrimination84 85as well as the lack of awareness and 
access to information (including among health workers).86 87 In 2019, UNAIDS estimated 
about 59,000 individuals were living with HIV/AIDS in the Islamic Republic of Iran, while 
only 22,000 knew about their status. In 2018, of all individuals aged 15 years and over living 
with HIV, 20% were on treatment, while 58% of children aged 0–14 years old living with 
HIV were on treatment.88 Additionally, 23,000 children were orphans due to AIDS.89 The 
dearth of disaggregated data regarding street children in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
including concerning the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and other STD’s, hinders the development 
of appropriate measures to provide street children with access to health services. There is, as 
of now, no information that might indicate that the Islamic Republic of Iran has established 
mechanisms to facilitate access to health services specifically for street children, including for 
HIV-positive street children, or that health workers receive specialized training to care for 
street children. 
 
Concerning access to education, the 2011 national census showed that there were more than 
900,000 children between the ages of 6 and 14 years that were not in school 90 and street 
children constituted 10% of illiterates in Tehran.91 In 2014, the Iranian Student News Agency, 
referring to official statistics, stated that while 34% of street children were still in school, 40% 
of them had dropped out of school and 24% had never attended school in the first place.92 In 
2019, the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that 98,5% of eligible students, including refugee 
and undocumented children, were offered education free of charge, and that measures to 
return the children dropped out of school to education were taken.93 94 However, there is a 
lack of official and recent information about access of street children to school. In 2017, the 
Interior Minister announced that ‘round-ups’ would focus on sending street children to 
schools and other centers in order to be educated, although such plan reportedly raised 

 
82 HIV Positive Patients' Experience of Receiving Health Care Services: A Phenomenology Study in Iran 
 https://openaidsjournal.com/VOLUME/12/PAGE/150/FULLTEXT/ 
83 UNICEF submission, Universal Periodic Review 2019, Islamic Republic of Iran,  
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/34/IRN/2 
84 HIV Positive Patients' Experience of Receiving Health Care Services: A Phenomenology Study in Iran 
 https://openaidsjournal.com/VOLUME/12/PAGE/150/FULLTEXT/ 
85 US National Library of Medicine, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6858798/ 
86 World Health Organization, http://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-25-2019/volume-25-issue-10/i-am-hiv-positive-but-i-
am-a-human-being-qualitative-study-on-experiences-of-stigma-in-health-care-centres-in-the-islamic-republic-of-iran.html 
87 US National Library of Medicine, https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24808803/ 
88 UNAIDS, https://www.unaids.org/en/regionscountries/countries/islamicrepublicofiran 
89 UNAIDS, https://www.unaids.org/en/regionscountries/countries/islamicrepublicofiran 
90 Shirzad Abdolahhi, Number and information about children out of school: classified, political, propaganda, Donyaye 
Eghtesad Newspaper published on 25 September 2013, available at: http://www.magiran.com/npview. asp?ID=2819370  
91 Mr. Jafari, Literacy Deputy of the Ministry of Education, Tasnim’s Report on the barriers to child edcation in Iran, 
Published October 12, 2014, available at: http://www.tasnimnews.com/Home/Single/507811 
92 Interesting Statistics about Street Children, Iranian Student News Agency published on 16 September 2014 
https://bit.ly/3cc230g  
93 Universal Periodic Review 2019, Islamic Republic of Iran, Response from the State, 
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/43/12/Add.1 
94 UN Meeting Coverage, https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gashc4232.doc.htm  
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criticism within the parliament and the Tehran’s City Council.95 There is no information as to 
how such measure has translated in practice. 

 
In 2015, the Supreme Leader issued a decree enabling all Afghan children to attend public 
schools, regardless of their legal status.96 Following the decree the government engaged in a 
number of improvements for refugees and undocumented Afghans, including through the 
creation of an educational support card for undocumented Afghan children, or enabling their 
enrollment up to secondary school diploma. 97 98 In 2019, UNHCR reported 480,000 Afghan 
children benefitting from these inclusive education policies, including 130,000 undocumented 
Afghan children.99 Additionally, in 2019 the Iranian government enabled Iranian mothers who 
married a foreign national to pass on their nationality to their children,100 allowing in theory 
800,000 Afghan children to become citizens and therefore facilitating their access to 
education.101 Despite these measures, many Afghan children are believed to be out of school. 
102 For instance, although refugees are exempt from paying school fees, other costs associated 
with education are expensive and families often lack finances to allow their children to finish 
their education. 103 104 105 The language barrier has also reportedly been an obstacle for 
Afghan refugee children to finish their education, as schools with instruction in languages 
spoken in Afghanistan are rare.106 Additionally, undocumented Afghans reportedly struggle to 
obtain and keep the Amayesh status, a card that enables them to access basic government’s 
services but requires expensive fees. 107 108 Such adverse socio-economic conditions might 
well explain why a majority of street children are from Afghan descent, despite recent 
measures implemented by the Iranian Government. Furthermore, there is a lack of education 
infrastructures in regions traditionally inhabited by ethnic minorities, including Sistan, 
Baluchestan, Khuzestan and Kurdistan.109  
 

 
While there is a dearth of recent official information and disaggregated data relating to street 
children in the Islamic Republic of Iran, reports have shown that their number are growing at 

 
95 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-child-labor-homeless-abuse/29193727.html  
96 UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/12/5defcb6f4/afghan-children-learn-side-side-iranian-peers.html  
97 Paper commissioned for the 2019 Global Education Monitoring Report, Migration, displacement and education: Building 
bridges, not walls, https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/UNESCO-Final-Background-Paper.pdf 
98 Paper commissioned for the 2019 Global Education Monitoring Report, Migration, displacement and education: Building 
bridges, not walls, https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/UNESCO-Final-Background-Paper.pdf 
99 UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/12/5defcb6f4/afghan-children-learn-side-side-iranian-peers.html  
100 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/children-with-iranian-mothers-foreign-fathers-to-receive-citizenship-
/30652718.html 
101 Info Migrants, https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/20252/iran-recognizes-800-000-invisible-children  
102 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/afghan-refugee-children-denied-education-due-to-government-
inaction/29579021.html 
103 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/children-of-undocumented-afghan-refugees-exploited-in-iran/29596142.html 
104 Paper commissioned for the 2019 Global Education Monitoring Report, Migration, displacement and education: Building 
bridges, not walls, https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/UNESCO-Final-Background-Paper.pdf 
105 UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/12/5dea18ac4/support-needed-refugee-education-iran.html 
106 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/afghan-refugee-children-denied-education-due-to-government-
inaction/29579021.html  
107 Human Rights Watch, https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/20/iran-afghan-refugees-and-migrants-face-abuse  
108 Radio Farda, https://en.radiofarda.com/a/children-of-undocumented-afghan-refugees-exploited-in-iran/29596142.html 
109 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, paras. 75–76 https://undocs.org/en/CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 
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a worrying rate. 110  Although the Islamic Republic of Iran has engaged in ‘round-ups’ to 
‘collect’ street children and place them in care facilities, there are not enough centers to care 
for street children in the country. Additionally, ‘round-ups’ have been found to be harmful, 
inadequate and unable to address the socioeconomic root causes of the phenomenon and the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child has recommended to abolish such practice. 111 Poverty 
is one of the main root causes pushing children to live and/or work in the street, a situation 
that has been worsened by U.S. sanctions and the economic damages caused by the COVID-
19 coronavirus pandemic. Although the Government has been engaging in a number of 
development plans and allocations to cushion the general economic decline, the number of 
Iranians falling under the poverty line will likely increase in the coming years, ultimately 
leading more children onto the street. Internal factors have been found to facilitate the 
employment of children working in the street, including the lack of protection of labor laws 
for child workers, as well as the lack of governmental scrutiny and avenues of redress for 
children being economically exploited. Additionally, street children have been reportedly 
particularly exposed to HIV/AIDS infections, yet reports have shown that access to health 
services for sexually transmitted diseases is limited and inadequate. As there is no available 
information that might indicate the existence of special access to health services for street 
children, including for HIV/AIDS care, hindered access might be even more acute for street 
children. Additionally, despite recent measures taken by the Iranian Government, Afghan 
children still represent the highest number of street children. This may be explained by the 
remaining difficulties that the population face to integrate the Iranian society. Ultimately, 
although governmental measures indirectly improving the situation of street children have 
been taken, there is, as of now, no readily available information that might indicate that the 
State has been engaging in measures designed specifically to facilitate the access of street 
children to health services and education. 
 

Recommendation Status: 
This recommendation has NOT been implemented 

 

 
110 Center for Human Rights in Iran, https://www.iranhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/Days-to-remember-low.pdf 
111 General Comment No.21 on children in street situations, Committee on the Rights of the Child, CRC/C/GC/21, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/GC/21&Lang=en  


