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Concluding Observations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
E/C.12/IRN/CO/2 para 25 
 
Full recommendation 
 
The Committee recommends that the State party take urgent steps to increase the allocation of 
public funds to improve the health situation of inhabitants of the province of Sistan and 
Baluchestan, in particular focusing on the health infrastructure and the provision of adequate 
water and sanitation. 
 
Assessment using Impact Iran human rights indicators1 
 
Article 3 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran provides that the Government of 
Iran “is obliged to use all of its resources” in a number of areas including “the removal of all 
forms of depravation in the areas of nutrition, housing, labor and health”. Article 29 of the 
Constitution provides for the right to health and medical treatments for all. Article 43 states 
that the economy of the Islamic Republic of Iran will be based on a number of criteria, 
including “providing the essential needs” such as health.2 
 
Despite these legal guarantees, reports from the U.N. Secretary General and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic of Iran have regularly raised the 
acute level of poverty and underdevelopment of the Sistan and Baluchestan province.3  The 
province, predominantly inhabited by the ethnic Baluchi population, is considered one of the 
most impoverished provinces in the country. 4 5 6 The province is notably characterized by 
having the highest infant mortality rates in the country7, and having an estimated two-thirds of 
its population lacking access to clean drinking water. 8 9 Sistan and Baluchestan has also 
reportedly a majority of its population living in rural areas, 10 which often lack access to 
health infrastructures and adequate water and sanitation compared to urban areas in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. In 2016, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed 

 
1 ESCR.12.1.S.1; ESCR.12.1.P.1; ESCR.12.1.P.3; ESCR.12.2.P.1; ESCR.12.1.O.1; ESCR.12.2.O.1 
2 The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, English Translation, https://irandataportal.syr.edu/wp-
content/uploads/constitution-english-1368.pdf  
3 Report of the UN Secretary General on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, September 2016, 
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F71%2F374&Language=F&DeviceType=Desktop  
4 Report of the UN Secretary General on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, September 2016, 
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FRES%2F71%2F374&Language=F&DeviceType=Desktop  
5 Minority Rights Group https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Rights-Denied-Violations-against-ethnic-
and-religious-minorities-in-Iran.pdf  
6 Iran Wire, https://iranwire.com/en/features/5523 
7 Minority Rights Group International; Ceasefire Centre for Civilian Rights; Centre for Supporters of Human Rights. 
Submission 14, para. 33. UPR 2019 
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2FWG.6%2F34%2FIRN%2F3&Language=E&DeviceType=D
esktop  
8 Iran Labour News Agency ‘70 percent of Sistan- Baluchestan people are living under poverty line (Persian),’ 15 November 
2015  
9 Minority Rights Group International; Ceasefire Centre for Civilian Rights; Centre for Supporters of Human Rights. 
Submission 14, para. 33. UPR 2019 
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2FWG.6%2F34%2FIRN%2F3&Language=E&DeviceType=D
esktop    
10 Iran Wire, https://iranwire.com/en/features/5523  



   
 

 2 

concern about the “poor living conditions in regions traditionally inhabited by ethnic 
minorities”, including Sistan and Baluchestan, which “in some cases completely lacked basic 
services such as electricity, plumbing, sewage systems […]”.11 In 2018, reportedly eight 
individuals died after drinking contaminated water in the Tadanch village of the Awaran 
district.12 
 
The Iranian Government has reportedly engaged in a number of initiatives to improve the 
quality and access to healthcare, notably through the 2014 Health Transformation plan. The 
plan aimed at providing fair and universal health coverage in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
including by improving the quality and access to health services provided in deprived areas. 13 
Additionally, the Sistan and Baluchestan province reportedly counted 57 new healthcare 
centers in 2018, as part of a joint effort by the Health Ministry and the Barekat Foundation.14 
Despite these efforts, studies have shown that the distribution of healthcare resources remains 
unbalanced between provinces and between rural/urban areas. 15 The Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran reported that many inhabitants in 
the Sistan and Baluchestan province have to travel to the provincial capital of Zahedan to 
obtain hospital care. 16 
  
In 2019, the U.N. Secretary General reported than less than 40% of Iranians had access to 
proper wastewater treatment facilities.17 Poor provinces make up for most of these figures, 
notably Sistan and Baluchestan where reportedly more than 3,000 villages receive potable 
water exclusively from tankers.18 In January 2020, the Sistan and Baluchestan province was 
hit by torrential rainfalls, triggering floods which reportedly damaged a significant number of 
infrastructures, including 245 irrigation canals networks. 19  
 
Water and sanitation in the Islamic Republic of Iran are under the responsibility of the Iranian 
Ministry of Energy, which notably established the National Water and Wastewater 
Engineering Company to coordinate the Ministry’s activities in water and wastewater 
management.20 The Ministry of Energy has reportedly engaged in initiatives to supply 

 
11 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, paras. 75–76, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4&Lang=En  
12 Baloch Human Rights Organization, https://balochhumanrights.org/balochistan-contaminated-water-claims-8-lives-forces-
killed-5-abducted-45-people/  
13 US National Library of Medicine, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6998310/ 
14 Tehran Times, https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/429794/Charity-foundation-completes-building-57-healthcare-centers 
15 Ranking of Iranian provinces based on healthcare infrastructures: before and after implementation of Health 
Transformation Plan, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/339032631_Ranking_of_Iranian_provinces_based_on_healthcare_infrastructures_b
efore_and_after_implementation_of_Health_Transformation_Plan  
16 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran,  July 2019, 
https://undocs.org/A/74/188 
17 Report Secretary General, Situation of Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, February 2019, https://documents-
dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/028/77/PDF/G1902877.pdf?OpenElement 
18 Iran Human Rights Documentation Center,  https://iranhrdc.org/extreme-inequality-the-human-rights-situation-of-irans-
baluch-minority/#_Toc13498842 
19 International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, https://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/iran-
sistan-baluchestan-floods-emergency-plan-action-epoa-dref-0 
20 https://www.nww.ir/en/About-Us/-About-NWWEC  
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villages with drinking water21 and committed to supply 10 million more Iranians living in 
rural areas with drinking water by March 2021.22 According to the Deputy Head of the 
National Water and Wastewater Engineering Company, 3,000 villages countrywide were 
connected to water supply networks between 2016 and 2017 and a budget from the National 
Development Fund of Iran has been allocated to implement piped water projects. 23 In 2018, 
commenting on a report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the Government noted the improvement of living conditions in 
Sistan and Baluchestan and mentioned that through economic and cultural programs it 
received more funds and investments in comparison with other more advanced provinces. 
Projects listed by the Government did not includ programs dedicated to the access to drinking 
water and sanitation in the province.24 There is no readily available information that might 
indicate that the Minister of Energy has engaged in initiatives targeting specifically water and 
sanitation in the province of Sistan and Baluchestan. 
 
Despite countrywide efforts, reports have shown that the Sistan and Baluchestan province still 
suffer from lack of infrastructure and mismanagement of water supply. Reportedly, close to 
half the province lack water supply networks.25 In 2019, the Head of the Sistan and 
Baluchestan Rural Water Sewage Company reportedly stated that 2,868 villages did not have 
water supply networks.26 27  
 
In its General Comment no.14, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights stated 
that a core obligation to the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 
physical and mental health (Article 12) includes ensuring access to basic sanitation and 
adequate supply of safe and potable water. As such, failure to take appropriate steps to ensure 
the realization of the right to health includes “insufficient expenditure or misallocation of 
public resources which results in the non-enjoyment of the right to health by individuals or 
groups, particularly the vulnerable or marginalized”. 28 Although the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran engaged in national plans and policies to improve the health situation 
of deprived areas in the country, the Government, as of writing, failed to effectively fulfil the 
right to health of the inhabitants of the Sistan and Baluchestan province. Reports have shown 
that the province lack health infrastructures while it has one of the highest infant and adult 
mortality rates in the country. Additionally, people living in Sistan and Baluchestan seriously 
lack access to safe and potable water. It is important to note that the Iranian economy suffers 

 
21 Financial Tribune, https://financialtribune.com/articles/economy/98239/provision-of-clean-water-to-villages-remains-a-
priority  
22 Tehran Times, https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/448348/Stable-drinking-water-supply-to-10m-villagers-to-be-conducted  
23 Financial Tribune, https://financialtribune.com/articles/people/67179/1680-sistan-villages-lack-potable-water 
24 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran: comments by the State, 
March 2018, https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/061/34/PDF/G1806134.pdf?OpenElement 
25 Iran Focus, https://www.iranfocus.com/en/life-in-iran/33752-half-of-all-villages-in-iranian-province-have-no-water-
supply-network 
26 ILNA, https://bit.ly/3cXdAQ9  
27 Iran News Wire, https://irannewswire.org/grave-water-crisis-in-se-iran-province-claims-child-victims/ 
28 Committee on Economic Social And Cultural Rights, E/C.12/2000/4, 
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=4slQ6QSmlBEDzFEovLCuW1AVC1NkPsgUedPlF1vfPMJ2c
7ey6PAz2qaojTzDJmC0y%2B9t%2BsAtGDNzdEqA6SuP2r0w%2F6sVBGTpvTSCbiOr4XVFTqhQY65auTFbQRPWNDx
L  
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from U.S. sanctions, impacting notably the availability of medical equipment, 29 30 31 and that 
severe droughts have worsened access to potable water. However, reports have shown that 
such conditions disproportionately impact the province of Sistan and Baluchestan. Notably, 
projects undertaken to improve access to water in the province have remained incomplete. 
Despite increased budget dedicated to the development of and a number initiatives aimed at 
improving living conditions in the province, there is no readily available information that 
might indicate the existence of governmental measures specifically designed to improve 
health infrastructure and the provision of adequate water and sanitation in the region of Sistan 
and Baluchestan. Such situation may well amount to a failure from the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to take appropriate steps to ensure the right to health for the habitants 
of the Sistan and Baluchestan province. 
 

Recommendation Status: 
This recommendation has NOT been implemented. 

 

 
29 See Fars News,  http://fna.ir/a0ws79  
30 See ISNA,  www.isna.ir/news/97061105121/  
31 See ILNA, www.ilna.ir/fa/tiny/news-673055  


