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Concluding Observations Committee on the Rights of the Child CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 para 
78(d)  
 
Full recommendation:  
 
Prohibit, prevent and punish the harassment, bullying, and expulsion from schools of LGBTI 
children. 
 
Assessment using Impact Iran human rights indicators1 

 
Article 3 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran stipulates that the government “has 
the duty of directing all its resources” to, among other goals, “the abolition of all forms of 
undesirable discrimination and the provision of equitable opportunities for all, in both the 
material and intellectual spheres”.2 Article 19 of the Constitution stipulates that all people of Iran 
enjoy equal rights “whatever the ethnic group of tribe” and that “colour, race, language and the 
like, do not bestow any privilege”.3 Sexual orientation and gender identity are omitted as 
protected characteristics. Additionally, Article 20 of the Constitution states that all citizens enjoy 
all “human, political, economic, social and cultural rights, in conformity with Islamic criteria”. 
The stipulation of “Islamic criteria” excludes lesbian, gay and bisexual individuals from this 
legal guarantee as same sex relations are penalised under the Iranian ‘Islamic Penal Code’ and 
may be sentenced with the death penalty.4 
 
Besides the criminalisation of same-sex conduct, a number of other legal provisions directly 
impact on the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) individuals, in particularly 
Iranian laws related to public decency. 5 6  Governmental-mandated organisations set up to 

 
1CRC.28.1.S.2.1; ESCR.13.1.S.1;  
ESCR.13.1.P.2 
ESCR.13.2.O.3; ESCR.13.2.O.6; 
2 Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, English translation, https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b56710.html 
3 The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, English translation, https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b56710.html 
4 Iran Human Rights Documentation Center, https://iranhrdc.org/denied-identity-human-rights-abuses-against-irans-lgbt-
community/#2  
5 For instance, Article 639 of the 2013 Islamic Penal Code criminalizes the facilitation or encouragement of “people to 
immorality or prostitution”. Islamic Penal Code (2013), Iran Human Rights Documentation Center, https://iranhrdc.org/islamic-
penal-code-of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-book-five/  
6 Article 6 of the Press Law (1986) prohibits the dissemination of material “which violates public chastity” including “forbidden 
practices” such as same sex relations. Similarly, Article 14 of Law on Computer Crimes criminalizes the distribution of “immoral 
content”. International Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA), 2019,   
https://ilga.org/downloads/ILGA_State_Sponsored_Homophobia_2019.pdf 
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preserve “public morality”, notably the Basij militia, reportedly harassed, arrested, detained and 
abused LGBTI individuals on the basis of these regulations.7 8 9  
 
Although State recognition and support have given transgender individuals a certain level of 
legal legitimisation, it also has reinforced the societal stigma due to the pathologisation of 
transgender identities: that trans persons suffer from a medical condition which requires 
treatment. Additionally, medical assessment in the Islamic Republic of Iran conflates a variety of 
sexual and gender identities with transsexuality, resulting in those for whom surgery is neither 
appropriate nor necessary being ‘treated’ in line with the prevailing medical opinion: that any 
divergence from cisgendered heterosexuality can only be due to a person’s gender dysphoria and 
transsexual identity. Transgender individuals who do not fit the State’s recognition criteria are 
subject to discrimination and abuses. 10 11  
 
The Iranian states’ behavior towards lesbian, gay and bisexual individuals has been hostile and 
Iranian authorities publicly criticize the country’s lesbian, gay and bisexual community. In 2013, 
Mohammad Javad Larijani, secretary of Iran’s high council for human rights said that 
homosexuality was regarded as “an illness and malady” in the Islamic Republic of Iran.12 Hateful 
comments from Iranian officials have been regularly and recently reported, where they used 
terms such as “immoral”, “corrupt”, “animals”, “sick” or “Western” to qualify homosexual 
individuals.13 Such openly hateful behavior towards the lesbian, gay and bisexual community 
from government officials may impair LGBT persons’ access to employment, social services, 
health care and education as it creates a permissive environment for exclusion and societal 
stigmatization. There is no readily available information that might indicate the existence of state 
measures to address discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual and non-legally recognised 
transgender individuals. 
 
The Iranian discriminatory legal framework and the Government’s openly hateful behavior 
towards the lesbian, gay, bisexual and intersex community from government officials facilitate 
the violations of LGBTI persons’ rights, including the right to education, as it creates a 
permissive environment for exclusion and societal stigmatisation. In 2017, the Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei criticised the UNESCO Education 2030’s initiative as a vehicle of Western 
influence in Iran and other prominent official figures accused it of promoting homosexuality or 

 
7 Iranian Lesbian & Transgender Network (6Rang), 2014, http://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Pathologizing-
Identities-Paralyzing-Bodies.pdf  
8 Iranian Railroad for Queer Refugees (IRQR), 2018, https://irqr.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/IQW-Report.pdf  
9 OutRight International, 2016, 
https://outrightinternational.org/sites/default/files/OutRightLesbianReport.pdf?_ga=2.78516692.1992181521.1595330838-
780871412.1595330838  
10 Small Media, 2018, https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/projects/files/BreakingTheSilence_2018.pdf  
11 Outright International, 2016, https://outrightinternational.org/sites/default/files/OutRightTransReport.pdf  
12 The Guardian, 2013, https://www.theguardian.com/world/iran-blog/2013/mar/14/iran-official-homosexuality-illness  
13 Iranian Lesbian & Transgender Network (6Rang), 2017, http://6rang.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Official-Hate-
Speech-against-LGBT-People-in-Iran.pdf  
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‘perversion’, as it advocates against the use of violence against students and therefore may 
discourage teachers from confronting students of diverse sexual orientation or gender identity.14 
Students are reportedly physically and mentally abused by teachers and school administrators 
because of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity, pushing them in some cases to drop 
out from school.15 In 2016, the Committee on the Rights of the Child specifically raised concerns 
about lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex children in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Iran facing discrimination because of their real or perceived sexual orientation or identity.16 

The International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) and the Iranian Queer 
Organization (IRQO) have documented a pattern of bullying and physical and sexual abuse of 
LGBT children by classmates and school authorities in high school, middle school, and 
sometimes elementary school. LGBT Iranians reported that from young ages, their classmates 
would aggressively mock them for perceived gender non-conformity. Gay and transgender 
teenagers enrolled in all-boys schools often faced sexual groping and assault by their male 
classmates, as well as physical beatings. In some cases, LGBT interviewees reported rape and 
even group rape as students.17 18 While some teachers and school administrators take measures to 
confront bullying and abuse, often abuses are allowed to continue largely unaddressed. LGBT 
students receive very little protection from abuse in schools.  Moreover, according to testimonies 
collected by IGLHRC and IRQO, teachers and school administrators participate in or lead the 
abuse at times, often humiliating the students in front of their classmates for mannerisms seen as 
improper for the student’s sex. IGLHRC and IRQO have also documented several instances of 
sexual abuse and rape of LGBT students, namely in boys’ schools, by teachers and school 
administrators. In these cases, interviewees often expressed that the adult targeted them because 
of a perceived vulnerability or isolation, stemming from gender expression. 19 

There are several means and mechanisms accepting complaints regarding the violations of citizens' 
rights, such as the Parliament’s Article 90 Commission,20 or Oversight Bodies for the exercise of 
Citizenship Rights in the country's provincial courts.21 There is no readily available information 
that might suggest that complaints regarding LGBTI children’s rights violations are addressed, 
investigated and adjudicated. Although the Iranian National Body for the Convention of the Rights 

 
14 Quote from Assembly of Experts member Ahmad Alamolhoda, among other examples, cited in Small Media, 2018, 
https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/projects/files/BreakingTheSilence_2018.pdf  
15 Iranian Lesbian & Transgender Network (6Rang), 2015, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRC/Shared%20Documents/IRN/INT_CRC_NGO_IRN_19808_E.pdf  
16 Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2016, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4&Lang=En 
17 Ahmad’s (not his real name) interview with IGLHRC, September 7, 2012, Kayseri, Turkey  
18 Nima’s (Not his real name) interview with IGLHRC, September 7, 2012, Kayseri, Turkey  
19 See more: Joint alternative report by civil society organizations on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child by the Islamic Republic of Iran, 2015, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRC/Shared%20Documents/IRN/INT_CRC_NGO_IRN_19809_E.pdf   
20 The Article 90 Commission was established to receive the citizens' complaints against government institutions and has the 
responsibility to review them and transmit cases for judicial procedure accordingly. 
21 These committees have the responsibility to oversee the strict implementation of the "Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms 
and Civil Rights” 
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of the Child’s is “to set up plans and programs to promote the child rights and respect to their 
character” and to monitor and assess the implementation of child rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran,22 there is no readily available information that might indicate the existence of initiatives 
aiming at addressing cases of harassment, bullying and expulsion from school of children based 
on their gender identity and sexual orientation.  
 
In its general comment on non-discrimination, the UN Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, has recognised sexual orientation and gender identity as among the prohibited 
grounds of discrimination.23 However, discriminations against the LGBTI community is enshrined 
in the law and deeply rooted in practice in the Islamic Republic in Iran, enabling those who harass, 
bully, and expulse from school children on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender identity 
to act with impunity. 
 
Violations of the rights of the LGBTI community, including the harassment, bullying, and 
expulsion from schools of LGBTI children, stem directly from the criminalisation of same-sex 
consensual relationships, restrictions around speech in terms of same-sex behavior and strict 
regulations around transgender persons right to legal recognition. Discriminations against lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and intersex children, as well as transgender children who do not fit the State’s 
recognition, is implicitly tolerated, if not explicitly encouraged in the Islamic Republic of Iran.  
  
 

Recommendation Status: 
This recommendation has NOT been implemented. 

 
22 Article 2 National Body for the Convention on the Rights of the Child Bylaws 
23 Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 20, Non-Discrimination in Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (art. 2, para. 2) (E/C.12/GC/20), para. 32. https://www.refworld.org/docid/4a60961f2.html  


